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Reminder-this calendar of events may change in future newsletters. 

       May 
 May 29 - Late May/Early June- Food in Community Planting Day 
 Office Hours for 4-H Youth Development Building Submissions- call or email for appointment 

June 
 Office Hours for 4-H Youth Development Building Submissions- call or email for appointment 
 June 27- Reinstein Woods Photography Workshop and Nature Hike 

 July  
 July 8- Fair Entries Close! 
 July 15- Fair Work Night 6-8 PM 
 July 28- Fair Work Night 6-8 PM 
 July 30- Fair Work Night 6-8 PM 

 August 
 August 3- Fair Work Night 6-8 PM 
 August 5- Fair Work Night 6-8 PM, evaluation day setup 
 August 6- Fair Work Night 6-8 PM, extra time for evaluation day setup 
 August 8- 4-H Project Evaluation Day at the Erie County Fairgrounds 
 August 9- 4-H Youth Development Building setup for fair 
 August 12-23- Erie County Fair 

 4-H STEM Challenge #1* 
 4-H Cake Decorating Challenge* 
 4-H Talent and Fashion Show* 
 4-H Chef Challenge* 
 4-H STEM Challenge #2* 
 4-H Trash to Treasures Contest* 

 August 24- Project Pickup Day at Erie County Fairgrounds 
 10 AM to 2 PM- Take Down 
 2 PM to 5 PM- Project Pickup Day and State Fair Packing for Transport 

 August 25- NYS Fair Project Transport to NYS Fairgrounds 
 August 26-September 7- New York State Fair 

 Details about NYS Fair competitions to be shared in future newsletters 
*-Details provided in later pages 
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Learn how to safely prepare and serve food just in time for the Erie County Fair- email Caitlin at cmr348@cornell.edu to 
register.  

 

Erie County 4-H Photography Workshop and Nature Walk 
On June 27, join us on a warm summer morning from 10 AM to 12 PM for a hike around parts of the Reinstein Woods 
Nature Preserve. We will have the opportunity to observe and capture in photos the beauty of Reinstein Woods, which is 
home to a wide variety of animal and plant species.  

During our walk, the water lilies will be in bloom- they bloom starting around 9 AM. You are encouraged to take pictures 
of one of the highlights at Reinstein Woods. 

We will have 4-H staff and volunteers that can help you take the best photos possible during the walk. You may submit 
your best photos as fair projects! 

 

mailto:cmr348@cornell.edu
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It is scholarship “season”, please visit our website (erie.cce.cornell.edu)  
for different opportunities that may pop up over the next few months. 

https://erie.cce.cornell.edu/4-h-youth-development/scholarships-financial-assistance-opportunities 

 

FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE OPPORTUNITIES 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Marion Wittmeyer & Marcia Duffy Memorial Scholarship 

DEADLINE:  June 1, 2026 

Senior in High School or is aging out of the 4 – H Program in September 2026 

Paper Clover Financial Assistance Scholarships 

The purpose of the Erie County 4-H Paper Clover Scholarship is to provide financial 
assistance for 4-H leadership opportunities outside of Erie County for 4-H members who 

exhibit commitment to the Erie County 4-H Program and an interest in sharing their 
leadership experience with the 4-H community. 

Paper Clover Scholarship Paper Clover 2026 Application 
Paper Clover recommendation: https://cornell.ca1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_9MHjbNdKL56W8n4 

 

Examples of leadership opportunities for which funds may be used:  STARR, 4-H STEM Camp, Career 
Explorations, Shooting Sports Training—June, ABC at SUNY Cobleskill-TBD, Animal Crackers: May 

 

https://erie.cce.cornell.edu/4-h-youth-development/scholarships-financial-assistance-opportunities
https://cornell.ca1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_d4sru80vOlaWFrU
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fcornell.ca1.qualtrics.com%2Fjfe%2Fform%2FSV_9MHjbNdKL56W8n4&data=05%7C02%7Cldr22%40cornell.edu%7C1d3293127c5f40a6c7c508dc58a6e8f1%7C5d7e43661b9b45cf8e79b14b27df46e1%7C0%7C0%7C638482721087493469%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=5nPWNXvswqJNV5Tn5xTF8A6l55phaQ8ehCeZ1MK2U%2B0%3D&reserved=0
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2026 ERIE COUNTY FAIR – 4-H Entries 
Thanks to the efforts of our 4-H staff, volunteer project superintendents, and the friendly staff at the Erie County 

Agricultural Society, we are happy to inform our 4-H families and volunteers that the 2026 Erie County Fair premium 
books are available to the public on the Erie County Fair website. 

You can access the premium books here: https://www.ecfair.org/p/competitions/4-h--ffa/4-h-youth-development 

For those new to the program, premium books are our guides for 4-Hers on how they can enter their projects completed 
during the program year as exhibits for the public to see at the Erie County Fair. For each exhibit you enter, you can earn 
a ribbon and premium monies. On top of that, you have the opportunity to earn free Erie County Fair tickets, additional 
awards, and most importantly, show your friends and family the amazing things you’ve done in Erie County 4-H. 

The website for entering exhibits will open in April 2026; we encourage you to read through the premium books and use 
them to help plan your fair entries, or use the project classes as inspiration to take on new projects in the next few 
months. Anything you do- community service, science projects, crafts and recipes- can be a fair project. The sky is the 
limit! 

Here below is a screenshot of the 4-H premium books. It is important to note that we have a separate set of guidelines 
from adult competitions.  

 

 

 

 

[Grab your reader’s attention with a great 
quote from the document or use this space 
to emphasize a key point. To place this text 
box anywhere on the page, just drag it.] 

Go To: Ecfair.org Competitions   4-H & FFA 

 

https://www.ecfair.org/p/competitions/4-h--ffa/4-h-youth-development
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We need your help! Come join us in getting the 4-H Youth Development Building ready for the Erie County Fair! Tasks 
include painting, cleaning, organizing supplies, moving display cases, and decorating. There’s a task for everyone! 

All helpers should be wearing closed-toed shoes for safety purposes. We are looking for individuals to bring cleaning 
supplies to use. There are limited supplies available. Donations of supplies that can be used in the building are always 
appreciated. 4-Hers of all ages are welcome to attend as well as 4-H volunteers. 

Please be sure to write your name down on a sign-up sheet, if you attend a work night. You may be eligible to receive 
items like Erie County Fair tickets. 

Dates, times and activities: 

7/28/2026- 6-8pm: Cleaning, painting, moving and set-up 

7/30/2026- 6-8pm: Cleaning, painting, moving and set-up 

8/3/2026- 6-8pm: Cleaning & decorating 

8/5/2026- 6-8pm: Cleaning & decorating, set up for evaluation day. Volunteers to rototill our gardens.  

8/6/2026- 6-8pm: If needed, additional time to set up for evaluation day 

8/8/2026- 9a-4pm: Evaluation Day- we need junior evaluators, assistant judges, and other helpers. 

8/9/2026- 10am- 2pm: Set up and display projects in the building. 

8/24/2026- 10a-12pm: Building take down, preparation for project pickup. 

8/24/2026- 2-6pm: Project pick up and State Fair packing. 

We have a Wish List of supplies to help maintain, update, and decorate your building 

Please feel free to reach out if you have questions 
White Semi Gloss Paint – 5 gallons Blue Duct Tape – 6 rolls Red Duct Tape – 6 rolls 
Black Semi Gloss Paint – 1 gallon 4H Green Duct Tape – 6 rolls Painters Tape 1” & 3” width 

4H Green Semi Gloss Paint – 1 gallon Garden Soil 2 cubic feet bags – 4 bags Plate Stands & Books 
Stands 

White Spray Paint – 6 cans 16”- 24” Tool Box – 2 Masking Tape 1” & 3” 
width 

Red Spray Paint – 4 cans Clear Storage Bins with lids 64 qt White Duct Tape – 4 rolls 
Blue Spray Paint – 4 cans Steel Rakes for Gardens – 2 

 

Black Spray Paint – 4 cans Shovel Round & Flat Edge – 1 each 

Double Sided Tape 

 
Garden Hand Tools, 3 forks/cultivators, 

3-6 trowels 
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May 2025– Livestock Notes 
Summer is just around the corner! 

Livestock Program Dates at a Glance: *=something new 

 *May 15 – Livestock Interview registration open.  See below for the link. 

 *Monday, June 1 – Dairy Meeting at the Richmond’s -Dairy Challenge, poster making and showmanship 
refresher. 

 Week of June 1 – Chicken Delivery 

 Monday, June 8 – 6 p.m. - Goat Fitting and Showing, 5600 Burton Road, Orchard Park  

 *Tuesday, June 2 – 6:30 pm – Poultry Meeting – Showmanship – 5600 Burton Road, Orchard Park 

 Monday, June 22 – 5-6 pm - Pullorum Testing – Power House – please register online 

 *Friday, June 26 – Livestock Interview registration closes.   

 Wednesday, July 1 – Livestock Interview Evening #1, Power House 

 Wednesday, July 8 – Erie County Fair Entries close at 11:59 p.m. 

 Thursday, July 9 – Livestock Interview Evening #2, Power House 

 Friday, July 10 – Livestock Auction posters must be on display in the community. 

 Monday, July 13 – Livestock Interview Evening #3, Power House 

 Tuesday, July 21 – Livestock Interview Evening #4, Power House 

 Sunday, July 26 – Market Poultry Show, 4:00 p.m. 5600 Burton Road, Orchard Park 

Livestock Interview:  It is time to register for an important part of your livestock projects – your Interview.  Please use 
the link below to register for one of the dates: Wednesday, July 1, Thursday, July 9, Monday, July 13 or Tuesday, July 21 
from 6-8 pm.  Interviews will be conducted by volunteers and potential bidders at the Power House, 39 S. Grove St., 
East Aurora.  Watch your email for your scheduled time and also for information to help prepare you. 

https://pub.cce.cornell.edu/event_registration/main/events_landing.cfm?event=LivestockInterview-26-2-2-2_214  

Livestock Posters: Are you looking for extra project points and selling a market animal?  Design a poster to hang in the 
community advertising our market auctions and receive an extra 100 project points but most importantly advertising 
our market auction.   

https://pub.cce.cornell.edu/event_registration/main/events_landing.cfm?event=LivestockInterview-26-2-2-2_214
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How to get your 100 points:   

• Step 1:  Design a poster (either digitally or by hand, if doing by hand, submit a rough draft not a finished 
poster)   

• Step 2:  Email your design to Tammi at tlk6@cornell.edu for approval.   

• Step 3:  After it is approved, hang it at a local business by July 10.  

• Step 4:  After the fair, go back to the business and remove the poster.  Posters must contain the following:  Erie 
County 4-H Market Auction, Dates, Times, Location of the auction, and animals being offered.   

Have questions please reach out to Tammi. 

The Livestock Round-up Bidder Dinner was held on Wednesday, April 15, 2026, at the Grange Building at the Erie 
County Fair.  I am hopeful that each participant had the opportunity to network with a potential bidder and that you 
had a great experience.  I know the feed back was great as those in attendance appreciated the time they got to spend 
with each of our members. 

 

Thank You!!  I want to extend my sincere thanks to each and every person who helped to make the Livestock Roundup 
a success.  It surely takes many to make an event as large as this to run smoothly without hiccups and if there were 
any, those that stepped up to solve the problem, thank you.  I look forward to another great event in 2027. 

 

Soliciting Bidders: Now is an important time, each member that is selling a project in the auction, you should continue 
to make those connections with potential bidders.  If you have not made contacts, please begin to do so.  We have 
spent a lot of time giving you the tools, now put them to good use.  Remember, you need to have at least 2 bidders 
secured to support you at the auction for each project you want to sell.  Don’t slack, be creative and make 
connections! 

 

Trophy Sponsors:  We are in need of funds to support the awards that you all receive at the fair for your 
accomplishments.  I will be emailing out the sponsorship forms to everyone on the livestock list.  Please help by 
sharing the form with someone your family does business with so that we can receive sponsorships to help purchase 
your awards.  Sponsors appreciate working and hearing from youth rather than us adults, please help. 

 

Fair Entries: The 2026 fair entries can now be completed as the entry system opened on April 1, 2026.  
https://www.ecfair.org/p/competitions/4-h--ffa/4h--ffa   All entries must be submitted by Wednesday, July 8 at 11:59 
p.m.  DON’T BE LATE!  Contact the 4-H office if you have any questions. 

Beef:  

Beef members – we are looking for someone to host a beef meeting, if you are willing please let Tammi know so we 
can get it scheduled. 

Did you attend the Preview Show?  If so, I will be getting the results and you will receive credit for each show you 
participated in.  If you went to watch, listen and learn, be sure to submit a short report to receive credit. 

mailto:tlk6@cornell.edu
https://www.ecfair.org/p/competitions/4-h--ffa/4h--ffa
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DAIRY CATTLE:  We will be holding a dairy meeting at the Richmonds,  9739 Jennings Rd Eden, NY on Monday, June 1 
from 6-8 pm.  We will have a dairy challenge, going back to the basics to help everyone understand what it is along 
with brainstorming ideas to help you create great posters that tell a story to take fair goers through the barn.  

GOATS 

Working Goats - 4-H WORKING GOAT FUN SHOW! Open to all 4-H members, hosted by The Saraceni/Hayne Family, 
Sunday, May 31, 2026, at 12:30pm, Alexander Fire Department Rec. Hall, 10708 Alexander Rd (Route 98), Attica, NY 
14011.  Check your email for the flyer and registration information. 

Dairy and Working Goat Fitting and Showing: We will be holding a Goat Fitting and Showing meeting on Monday, June 
8 from 6-8 p.m. at our CCE property at 5600 Burton Road, Orchard Park.  Carly VanDerlinde will be presenting and 
sharing her knowledge.  If you are willing to bring a goat or 2 for demonstration purposes, please let me know by 
Monday, June 1. 

Sheep and Meat Goat:  We will be holding a sheep and meat goat meeting at our Burton Road CCE property on July 14 
or 15 at 6:30 p.m.  At this meeting we will offer a refresher on showmanship and fitting for each of the market and 
breeding animals.  The main portion of the meeting will focus on meat cuts and nutrition in the last weeks of your 
projects.  Please watch your email and the next issue of the news for the specific date as we continue to line up 
speakers for the meeting. Please hold the dates. 

POULTRY  

Market Chickens are due to arrive the week of June 1.  Please watch your email for updates and a text message when 
they arrive.  I WILL EXPECT FOR ALL THE CHICKS TO BE PICKED UP WITHIN 2 HOURS OF THEIR ARRIVAL TO THE 4-H 
OFFICE.   Please make arrangements for someone to help you to get the chicks in that time frame.  We have almost 
1,000 birds arriving and I will not be responsible for them for the entire day.  My suggestion is to have someone on 
stand by for Tuesday-Thursday that you can call when you get the message. 

Last Poultry meeting:  Our last poultry meeting for the year will be held on June 2 at 6:30 p.m. at our Burton Road 
property.  Our speaker will be Chuck Susik and he will talk with you all about showmanship (both market and 
production) and how to prepare.  We will also have a discussion on how to select that perfect pair of meat chickens 
and the perfect turkey.  We will also, get updates from our 4-H members who are doing the Mystery Chick program. 

Rooster Crowing Contest:  Poultry members don’t forget to sign up for the “Rooster Crowing Contest” at the fair.  
Check out the poultry fair book section available on the Erie County Fair website for more information – remember all 
poultry must have a pullorum test to come to the fair. 

Pullorum Testing 2026: NYS Ag and Markets will be doing pullorum testing in Erie County at the Power House on 
Monday, June 22, 2026, from 5-6 p.m.  Register for your pullorum clinic spot here: https://bit.ly/3Mt1i7x  

Rabbit – All rabbit participants that are exhibiting rabbits (either regular or market) at the fair are expected to attend 
at least 2 rabbit meetings.  Our last rabbit meeting will be held on Thursday –May 21at 6:00 p.m. at St. Paul’s Lutheran 
Church, West Falls. 

Meat Rabbit:  We will be holding a meeting specifically for market rabbit participants that will focus on showmanship 
and fair preparation on Monday, June 22 at 6:30 p.m. at the Power House, 39 S. Grove Street, East Aurora.  We also 
invite anyone showing rabbits to participate, you can never brush up on showmanship skills too much.  Our guest 
speaker for the evening will be Skylar Metzger. 

 

https://bit.ly/3Mt1i7x
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Dog -   Our clubs are both accepting new members.  The Ridge Rovers meet in Orchard Park, and the Buffalo Barkers 
meet in Tonawanda.  If you have a family dog, joining one of our dog clubs could give you the opportunity to 
strengthen the bond you have with your family friend.  Interested, send Tammi an email and I will connect you with 
the leader closest to where you live. 

Shooting Sports – Want to participate in the Shooting Sports program here in Erie County?  Do you have an interest in 
acquiring the ability to work with firearms safely and to develop social skills, leadership techniques, and community 
service opportunities?  We have 3 New York State 4-H certified volunteer instructors that supervise each 4-H Shooting 
Sports meeting. Safety is a primary concern. Youth and adults are trained to know, practice, and adhere to the tenets 
of firearm safety and handling.  Are you at least 12 years old and interested in learning more?  The Erie County Sharp 
Shooters meet at the Tonawanda Sportsman Club the first Tuesday of each month at 6:30 p.m. Contact Tammi Kron 
tlk6@cornell.edu to be connected to our club leaders.  

 

Horse 

Upcoming Opportunities: Watch your email for more information. 

Mark your calendar for the following dates for upcoming events. *=new/update 

 Wednesday, May 13 - Horse Certificate, Rabies and Coggins Due to the 4-H office – all together in a packet 

 Saturday, May 16 - State Horse Communications – Cornell 

 Saturday, May 23 – Training Show at Blakestone Stables 

 Sunday, May 24 – Evaluations at Stagecoach with AHANEY show 

 *Sunday, June 7 – 2026 NYS Horse Judging and Hippology Contest, Cortland County (note this was held at NYS 
Fair in the past) 

 Saturday, June 13 – Sardinia Saddlers 4-H Club Horse Show at Blakestone 

 Saturday, June 27 – TriColor Equestrian 4-H Club Horse Show at Stagecoach 

 Wednesday, July 8 – Erie County Fair entries close at 11:59 p.m. 

 Sunday, July 12 – Wild Wind Riders 4-H Club Horse Show, Sammy Sacrillas, Brant 

 Saturday, July 25 – Hillside Riders 4-H Club Show at Stagecoach 

 August – Erie County Fair and NYS Fair 

Your help is needed!  In your email inbox you will find a sponsorship form.  We are asking for all members to talk with 
professionals, family members or anyone you have working relationships with to see if they would like to sponsor the 
horse program.  As you all know we hand out nice fair and year end awards, we need funds to continue making those 
prizes possible.  We also need funds to allow the riding arena on our new property to move forward.  This is your 
program and it is much better for sponsors to meet and hear from you rather than adults.  If you have any questions 
please feel free to reach out to Tammi. 

 

 

 

mailto:tlk6@cornell.edu
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Regional Hippology was held on Saturday, April 25 congratulations to our members that participated. 

 

Training Show –the Training Show is scheduled for Saturday, May 23 at Blakestone Stables.  Check your email for the class 
registration list.  This year classes will each be $5.00 with a minimal grounds fee. 

NYS Horse Communications – Best of luck to Samantha Parson who is headed off to compete in the NYS Horse 
Communications contest at Cornell the weekend of May 16.   
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Erie County Crafters 
On Saturday, May 9th, the Erie County Crafters visited Beaver Meadow Nature Center in North Java for a guided bird hike 
by Mr. Dave.  We learned about where and how to look for many different species.  Afterward, the members made 
garden stones.  

 

 

More from the Erie County Crafters on the next page! 
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The Erie County Crafters also had a very successful bake sale at the Lancaster Public Library on April 25, 2026. 

Over $200 wase raised by selling various goodies to the patrons and staff! 

 

At the meeting, in groups of 3-4, club members went to four different tables learning about different bird-related topics: 
Birds in Art, Feathers, Bird Homes, and Bird Food. Then, they had a snack break and a mystery guest! Messinger Woods 
Wildlife Care & Education Center came to show and tell the club members about four different animals they brought 
with them. They brought an Eastern Screech Owl that has a permanently broken wing because their bones heal very fast, 
and it had started to heal that way by the time it was found. Then they brought out a Barred Owl that is mostly blind 
from a head injury! There was also a crow called Jimini Crowket, who imprinted on humans who found him as a fledgling 
and can talk, and check out his public speaking skills on this video: 
https://youtube.com/@talkingcrow8096?si=JYeNDWwVaTUSNUxT. We learned that if a crow's eyes are blue, then they 
are fledglings. Don’t try to help fledglings in any way if you find one with blue eyes on the ground. Its parents are there 
to help. Finally, they brought in an opossum with a neurological injury that has been tamed by humans, but it hadn’t 
imprinted on humans. 

Check out Messinger Woods Wildlife Care and Education Center’s website: https://www.messingerwoods.org/ 

 

https://youtube.com/@talkingcrow8096?si=JYeNDWwVaTUSNUxT
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.messingerwoods.org%2F&data=05%7C02%7Ccmr348%40cornell.edu%7C2cb1255bc81d485febb408dea096f499%7C5d7e43661b9b45cf8e79b14b27df46e1%7C0%7C0%7C639124767770026578%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=spLumMajEPG3a76hrdikzeFuHOiB81111PbtYPZh3dk%3D&reserved=0
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Clover Crew - Community Service with a Smile! 
On May 3, 2026, Clover Crew visited Home Beneath Our Feet for a community service project to plant saplings. 
Approximately 600 tree saplings were donated to Home Beneath Our Feet by Ford Motors, and time was of the essence 
to get the saplings out of the packaging and in soil. Over the course of a few hours, three youths, their parents, and club 
leader Elizabeth Love planted approximately 250 saplings. 

  

 

Erie County 4-H Textile Craft Mentoring 
Are you working on a textile and fiber project, and stumped on a difficult or new technique?                                               
The 4-H Office and our volunteers are here to help!  If you are in need of assistance, we can help you connect with 
volunteers with experience in your specific craft.  Whether it is sewing, knitting, crocheting or more, we would love to 
help you.  

Please reach out to Caitlin at cmr348@cornell.edu, and provide a detailed explanation of what support you need to help 
you with your project 

mailto:cmr348@cornell.edu
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Youth CAN 
Lafayette and Globel Concepts students went to visit the Sustainable Agriculture class and the farm at East Aurora High 
School.  The Lafayette and Global Concepts 4-Her’s did a nice job with their presentations and we enjoyed hearing from 
East Aurora students and sampling the chicken wings they prepared for us. 
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